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August 23, 2018 
 

 
Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph Catholic Church,  

The events that have occurred across several Pennsylvania diocese are the worst type of 
violations possible. These individuals committed repulsive offenses against innocent children, 
representing a gross violation of trust within a sacred space. I am enraged by corrupt priests and 
with the hierarchy of the institution of the Catholic Church; my church, that covered up such 
atrocities. Only decisive action is acceptable for those who committed and those who covered up 
these unconscionable acts.  I say, “Lock them up!”  
 
Trust is essential for priests to perform their sacred duty. However, it shouldn’t just be given, it 
should be earned and demonstrated. I, as your pastor, and all the priests at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, take this extremely seriously. Not only are we in full compliance with all safety guidelines 
and regulations, we go above and beyond the Archdiocese of Chicago and Department of Children 
and Family Services (DCFS) protocol. A recent audit from the Office of Children and Youth 
confirms we are in full compliance.  
 
I promote complete transparency and I have an open door policy with my parishioners to discuss 
any issues or concerns you may have. I want your help and feedback. I am creating a forum to 
report back to you within 60 days that will be open to all parishioners to evaluate and discuss our 
current policies.   
  
The Catholic Church is made up of its people. The extent of our church, is not its hierarchy. I ask 
you this: Do not let your relationship with God be affected by the terrible acts of disturbed 
individuals. It is our relationship with God and the relationships with each other that defines our 
faith community. Here at St. Joseph Catholic Church, we will continue the mission of creating a 
strong, compassionate and accountable community.  
 
Please take a moment to visit the links below and read the letters from Pope Francis and Cardinal 
Cupich concerning the recent news stories. 
 
Pope Francis: http://bit.ly/popesletter 
Cardinal Cupich: http://bit.ly/cardinalsletter 
 
In Christ,  

 
Father John Trout 

http://bit.ly/popesletter
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